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PASTOR: 
Rev. Msgr. James F. Pereda, J.C.D. 
 

Sunday Assistance by the Marianist Fathers of the  
Meribah Province 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Office:  (516)935-1880 
Monday:  1:00-4:00PM 
Tuesday-Thursday:  9:00AM to 12:00PM & 1:00 to 4:00 PM 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday by appointment only 
Mrs. Barbara Genna, Parish & Administrative Assistant 
 

OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
& FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Red Barn: (516)938-4530 
Msgr. Mario C. Costa (Lower) Hall: (516)935-1902 
Br. Joseph Bellizzi, S.M., DRE 
Mrs. Louise Shannon, Faith Formation Administrator 
 

ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE PRESCHOOL 
Office: (516)935-4127 
Mrs. Gayle Crimarco, Director 
Mrs. Debbie Oliva, Administrative Assistant 
  

BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
Office:  (516)433-3575 
Mr. Bart Piscitello 
 

DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MUSIC 
Mr. Gary Ducoing  (516)935-1880 
 

COORDINATOR OF PARISH MINISTRIES 
Mrs. Linda Curro  (516)935-1880 

 
 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Evening:   5:00 PM 

Sunday:            8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 AM 

Weekday:             Monday thru Friday: 8:00 AM 

First Saturday :         9:00AM 

Holy Day:             As Announced 
 

PRAYER 
NOVENAS AFTER 8:00AM MASS 
MONDAY             MIRACULOUS MEDAL  
TUESDAY            MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP  
WEDNESDAY     ST. JOSEPH  
THURSDAY         SAINTS :  Ann, Jude, Anthony & Peregrine  
FRIDAY                SACRED HEART 
FIRST SATURDAY after 9:00AM Mass 

ROSARY IN HONOR OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
ROSARY:  Daily after 8:00AM  Mass 

ADORATION:  1st Friday 12:00-8:00PM 
 

SACRAMENTS 
CONFESSION:   Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 PM 
 

BAPTISM: 
1st & 3rd Sunday 1:00PM / 2nd & 4th Saturday 12 Noon 
 

MARRIAGE:  Arrangements should be made at least six 
months in advance by calling the Parish Office for an 
appointment with the Pastor.  At least one of the two people 
being married must be a parishioner of St. Paulôs. Weddings are 
celebrated on Friday afternoons/evenings and on Saturday 
between the hours of 11:00AM and 3:00PM and on Sundays 
between 2:00PM and 4:00PM.  Nuptial Masses are not 
celebrated on Sundays. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 
First Saturday of every month 9:00AM in chapel 
Prior arrangements must be made with the Pastor. 
 

Church of St. Paul the Apostle  

  
2534 Cedar Swamp Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545 

TEL: (516)935-1880  ω  FAX: (516)938-3683 

www.stpaulsbrookville.org 

pastor@stpaulsbrookville.org 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY  
OF LENT 

MARCH 13, 2016 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL 
       Fred Tamburino, Chairperson 

                        Peter Boyle           

                        Jay Coronel         

                        Linda Curro 

                        Paula Dawson        

                        Ann Kissell            

                        Anne Maione 

                        Toni Romas 

                       Ted Urban 

       FINANCE COUNCIL 
      Joseph Palumbo, Chairperson        

Joseph Curro                  Roxann Romano 

Thomas Fitzsimmons     Stephen Roti          

James Galante          Ronald Schneider 

Michael Maturo              Joseph Spinnato                       

 

                 TRUSTEES 
      James Black      Antony Kozhipatt 

 TO CONTACT THE PASTOR IN AN EMERGENCY 

WHEN A PRIEST IS NEEDED FOR THE SERIOUSLY 

SICK OR DYING, CALL (516) 935-1880. 

  MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS 
 

ALTAR GUILD contact:  Ursula Coughlin (516)433-2450 
ALTAR SERVERS contact:  Ileana Perez-Castillo (516)822-4501 or email:  swtyd@aol.com 
CENTERSTAGE contact:  Toni Romas (516)551-4711 or email:   tonir624@yahoo.com  
or Jim Black (516)384-9706 or email:   jmbiiesq@aol.com 
CHOIR  meets Tuesdays at 7:30PM in Church - contact:  Gary Ducoing (516)935-1880 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meets 3rd Thursday of each month 7:30PM 
contact:  Jim Galante, Grand Knight, (917)613-4971 or email:  jgalante2010@gmail.com 
SQUIRES  meet 4th Friday of each month 7PM 
contact:  Peter Boyle (516)937-6516 or email:  repeter_65@hotmail.com 
MARIAN GUILD meets 3rd Wednesday of each month 7PM - contact: Gina Cinelli  
(516)333-5611 
MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION contact: Gina Cinelli (516)333-5611 
MINISTRY OF HOPE meets  third Thursday of month Room 2 Msgr. Costa Hall  
contact:  Gerard Wendelken (516)364-0640 
OUTREACH contact: Rectory (516)935-1880  
PRAYER GROUP meets Thursday 11:00AM in Chapel - contact:  Elise LeVaillant  
(516) 433-3503 
PRE CANA contact: Linda Curro  (516)681- 4479 or email:  paulsapostle@verizon.net 
RCIA contact: Jesmel & Sachi B. (516)396-4505 
SENIORS meet 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month at 1PM  -  contact:  Madeline Wilson  
(516)349-1017 
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL / FOOD PANTRY  -  contact:  Joe Curro through rectory  
(516)935-1880  
TROOPS OF ST. GEORGE contact:  Michael Musella (516)315-7204 
YOUTH GROUP contact:  Michaela Lynch (516)462-3130 
USHERS:  contact Peter Boyle (516)937-6516 or email:  repeter_65@hotmail.com 
  

  

ADVISORY COUNCILS TO THE PASTOR 

   BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
      Andrew Coughlin, Chairperson 

                 Jesse Cromer 

                 Douglas Dawson 

                 John DeMeo 

                 Tom Fitzsimmons 

                 Michael Lynch 

                 Joe Palumbo 

                 Ron Schneider 
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From the Pastor 
March 13, 2016 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
First Sunday of the Passion 
 

 
 

DEATH OF MY MOTHER 
 

 Last week I wrote of my motherôs passing on February 21st and I once more wish to extend sincere 
gratitude on behalf of my family and myself for all the cards, Mass intentions, and kindnesses that you have all 
so graciously given to us. 
 

So many have asked if there is anything they could do.  My family and I have requested that donations 
be made In Loving memory of Marie R. Pereda to the Little Sisters of the Poor, Queen of Peace Residence, 
110-30 221st, Queens Village, NY 11429. 

 
So many who came to my motherôs wake asked about the white linen cloth which was wrapped 

tenderly in her hands along with the Rosary.  That linen cloth is called the manuturgium and it is used in the 
Rite of the Ordination of Priests.  Usually the ordination ceremony is quite lengthy (my own was 3 hours long 
for there were 14 of us ordained that day). At one point of the lengthy ceremony the ordaining Bishop anoints 
the hands of the new priest with the sacred chrism, the holy oil that is also used in baptism and confirmation.  
The hands are completely outlined in the Sacred Chrism as a sign that they will offer sacrifice to God. Then 
the new priestôs hands are tied with the long linen strip.  Then the chrism is cleansed from the hands with the 
same pure white linen cloth that is long in shape.  It has usually been made by a religious sister.  The cloth is 
then never used again, but it is an ancient custom that the mother of the priest is buried with that cloth around 
her own hands.  She, who gave God a priest, now brings the cloth with the sacred oils to her own grave. That 
linen cloth which I had saved for 35 years is now buried in the earth with my mother at Holy Rood Cemetery. 

 
ST. JOSPEH AND ST. PATRICK 

 
For our meditation of today I would like to depart from our Lenten meditations and consider two saints 

whose feast will occur this week St. Joseph and St. Patrick. 
 

The Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary is kept on the 19th of March.  
Although it occurs in Lent the priest puts away the somber violet of this season and wears the joyful white 
vesture.  The Gloria, absent since Ash Wednesday, is prayed at the Mass. 
 

As we all know St. Joseph was chosen from all eternity to be the guardian of the Redeemer.  Although 
he was not physically the father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 
the Virgin Mary, in every other way he was a father to Our Lord.  As he was the protector of the Holy Family 
on earth, so is he the patron of the Universal Church.  We should pray to St. Joseph each day to help us in 
every need both in the spiritual order and the material order. 
 
Very often we may see paintings and images of St. Joseph which depict him as elderly.  This depiction, while 
well intentioned, is very far from accurate.  At the time of Our Lordôs birth St. Joseph would have been about 
19 years old, in the full vigor of manhood and strength.  After all, God Our Lord would never have entrusted 
His Divine Son to the care of one who would not have been physically capable of fulfilling his mission as 
Guardian of the Redeemer. We understand why pious artists would have depicted St. Joseph as elderly ï it  
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would have been to emphasize the perpetual virginity of Our Blessed Mother.  But we must always 
remember that Holy Purity is not a virtue not only for the elderly, but for the young also.  Holy Purity in fact 
leads to one always being young of heart and filled with physical strength and strength of will.  I will go unto 
the altar of God; the God who gives joy to my youth! 
 

St. Joseph was not physically the father of Our Lord Jesus Christ, but in every way, other than the 
physical, he was a father to Our Lord.  The way Our Lord held the hammer, the way he planed the wood, the 
way he finished off a cabinet ï these all reflected the influence of St. Joseph.  I once remember asking a 
contractor why he hammered the crown molding in a certain way that I had never seen before.  He did not 
give me a lengthy or complicated answer.  He simply said, because that is the way my master taught me. And 
Our Lord would have done his work as his master and guardian, St. Joseph, taught Him. 
 

St. Joseph has always been the intercessor and protector of Christians.  Blessed Pope Pius IX 
proclaimed him the Protector of the Universal Church.  Pope Saint John XXIII placed his name in the Roman 
Canon and the present Holy Father, Pope Francis, placed his name in all the Eucharistic prayers of the 
Church. The Little Sisters of the Poor, with whom I lived for 13 years, had such confidence in St. Joseph that 
they would simply write on a piece of paper what it was they needed to care for their dear old people, and 
place the note under the statue of St. Joseph, and he would always grant their prayer, whether it was a spiritual 
need or a material need. Whenever storms approached, they placed the statue of St. Joseph in the window 
looking out.  We now follow that custom at the rectory and I would recommend that practice to all of you. 
 

To many of the saints God has given the grace to assist us in various ways.  But St. Joseph assists and 
protects us in every way.  In my 33 years as a priest he has helped me in innumerable ways, particularly at the 
time of his feast day, March 19th.  Each Wednesday is dedicated to St. Joseph and the entire month of March 
is dedicated to him 
 

As everyone is well aware on Thursday we will celebrate the Feast of St. Patrick, a saint very dear to 
us.  I have always had a special veneration for St. Patrick and have visited many places associated with his life 
both in France and in Ireland. 
 

Many think of St. Patrick as a mythic figure, but he was a true and living person.  St. Patrick was born 
and raised in a Christian family on the west coast of Britain in what is today Wales.  He was a citizen of the 
Roman Empire and his first language was Latin.  At a young age he was captured in a raid upon his beloved 
British coast and taken to Ireland.  At the time Ireland was not a part of the Roman Empire and had not 
embraced the faith.  St. Patrick was treated in a cruel manner by those who had captured him.  However, this 
did not fill him with bitterness and hatred but brought him closer to God.  He learned the language of the 
people, and vowed to God that he would work for the conversion of the Irish peoples if ever he had the 
opportunity to do so.  He understood that much of their cruelty was borne of the fact that they had not come 
under the Mercy of God and of His Beloved Son. 
 

Patrick eventually escaped from Ireland and made his way to the island of Lerins off the coast of 
Marseilles in France.  There he remained for two years praying and studying at a Cicerstian Abbey.  He was 
ordained a Bishop there. I have visited that abbey which is still in existence and there is a beautiful memorial 
plaque to St. Patrick on the island declaring, From hence did Blessed Patrick depart to convert the Irish 
People.  
 

After returning to Ireland, Patrick did great penances on an island at Lough Derg.  I myself have 
visited the island.  The custom even to this day is to remain there for three days doing penance.  The pilgrims 
are barefoot and fasting for three days.  The first night is spent in vigil but one is permitted to sleep during the 
second night. 
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Finally. St. Patrick, seeing his wonderful work of bringing the grace of the redemption to the people of 
Ireland fell asleep in the Lord in 461 in Downpatrick in what is now Northern Ireland.  I have prayed at his 
tomb which is on the grounds of the Protestant Cathedral.  Dear St. Patrick, pray for us and give to us the grace 
never to become bitter in the hardships of life, but rather ever to rejoice in the gift of the redemption. 
 

FEASIBILITY STUDY 
 

 Thank you for returning the questionnaire that was part of our feasibility study.  If you have not 
received one they are still available in the Church.  I have been most encouraged by the magnanimity of our 
parishioners who wish to do something beautiful for God on the occasion of our celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the building of the Church. 
 

THE LOCATION OF THE TABERNACLE (CONTINUED) 
 

 This week I continue to explain the location of the tabernacle within the Church.  It is my fond hope 
that these little teachings are helping to make everything explicable instead of inexplicable. 
 

Canon 938.2 of the Code of Canon Law  reads: The Tabernacle in which the Blessed Eucharist is 
reserved should be sited in the most distinguished place in a Church or oratory, a place which is the most 
conspicuous, suitably adorned and conducive to prayer. Consequently each Pastor may wish to look at the 
location of the tabernacle in his church and ask himself whether this is really the ñmost distinguished placeé
conspicuous, suitably adorned and conducive to prayer.ò  It is for that reason that at St. Agnes Cathedral, the 
tabernacle was recently relocated to the central place in the sanctuary. 
 
 Until 1967 there was no need to conjecture about this topic because by law the tabernacle had to be é
reserved in a solid, burglar-proof tabernacle in the center of the high altar of the sanctuaryéò However 
between the years 1967 and 1985 as an experiment it was permitted to place the tabernacle in another suitable 
place in the Church.  It is for that reason that the original design of St. Paulôs Church locates the Tabernacle in 
the center of the sanctuary but when it was completed the location had been moved.  The only difference 
between now and then, is that no one would have explained anything to the faithful; they would simply have 
done what they wanted without any consultation or explanation. 
 
 This experimentation ended in 1985 with the promulgation of Pope St. John Paul IIôs instruction 
Inaestimable Donum in which the Pope called for the restoration of the ancient practice of the tabernacle 
having the central and most prominent location in the Church.  Those years between 1967 and 1985 had sadly 
revealed a great lack of reverence toward the Most Blessed Sacrament.  It was soon apparent that whatever 
good may have been intended in moving the Location of the Blessed Eucharist, it was a failure.  From all over 
the world came sad reports of loss of awareness of and reverence toward the Blessed Eucharist. Far from 
leading to greater faith and love for the Blessed Eucharist, the practice of shunting the Tabernacle to the side 
only led to loss of faith and reverence for the Blessed Eucharist. 
 
 Here at St. Paul, the Blessed Eucharist is not located in the most conspicuous or prominent place.  It 
cannot be seen from the north transept of the Church at all and from other locations in the Church.  What is 
most conspicuous and most prominent in our church is the priest who must even step down to the Altar of 
God. How curious is that movement, particularly when one remembers what King David wrote in Psalm 42: I 
will go up to the Alter of God. 
 

I will continue to explain this enhancement to our church as I will all the enhancements. However, for 
the next two weeks (Palm Sunday and Easter) I will write on these central mysteries of our redemption. 
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Your Input is Important 

Parish Feasibility Study Coming to a Close! 
 

All parishioners have been asked to participate in a parish-wide planning study to determine 
the extent of parishioner support for our proposed plan to accomplish major capital 
improvements and enhancements to our parish buildings and grounds. 

 

To date, over 165 families have participated!  Please review the needs statement, detailing the 
proposed improvements and complete the questionnaire mailed to your home or log onto the 
parish website at www.stpaulsbrookville.org and download the information. You can return 
the questionnaire by mail or place it in the collection basket at mass.  

 

Your input and advice will help Msgr. Pereda and parish leadership with key decisions and 
help determine the final details of the improvements we propose to accomplish. 

 

All Responses are due as soon as possible.   Thank you  

Today one will notice the Passion cloth covering the Cross and statues in our Church and Chapel.  This 
is a dramatic reminder that now we have moved into the most holy time of the year. The Gospel tells us, and 
Jesus hid himself.ò May the Passion cloth remind us to live in intimate union with Our Savior as He endures 
His most Sacred Passion. 

 
And on a closing note may I just bring to your attention a financial statistic that concerns us all.  

Thanks be to God, this winter was much less severe than last yearôs.  There were only 4 occasions when we 
needed plowing.  Last year we changed companies so that we could save a sizable amount in snow removal.  
However, our total cost for snow removal this winter (and I am assuming there will be no more snow storms) 
came to $11,495.00.  Our total collected in the second collections for snow removal this year was $1,112.00.  
(Last winter, you will recall, was much more severe.  Our total of snow removal was $24,713.00 and total 
collected for snow removal was $2,692.00)  We pray each Sunday for seasonable weatheréperhaps we 
should be praying during the winter months for unseasonable weather so that we will have no snow at all! This 
explains why we have second collections each week. 
 

In Jesus and Mary, 
Monsignor James F. Pereda 

 

http://www.stpaulsbrookville.org
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE 

Palm SundayðMarch 20 

  Masses:  Saturday  5:00 PM 
                                                            Sunday    8:00 AM 

                                 9:30 AM 
                               11:00 AM 

 

Diocesan Day of Reconciliation 
MondayðMarch 21 

Confession 3:00ð8:00 PM 
 

Holy ThursdayðMarch 24 
Mass of the Lordôs Supperð7:30 PM 

Followed by Adoration in the Church until 10:00 PM 
 

Good FridayðMarch 25 
Solemn Service of the Lordôs Passionð3:00 PM 

Confessionð5:00-6:00 PM 
Stations of the Crossð7:30 PM 
Confessionð8:30 PM 

 
Holy SaturdayðMarch 26 

Blessing of Easter Foodð9:30 AM 
Confessionð10:AM-12 Noon 
Easter Vigil Massð7:30 PM 
(fulfills Easter Sunday obligation) 

 
Easter SundayðMarch 27 
 Masses:   8:00 AM 
                 9:30 AM 
                11:00AM 

 
 

 
 

 


