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Church of  
St. Paul the Apostle 
 

2534 Cedar Swamp Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545 
TEL: (516)935-1880  •  FAX: (516)938-3683 
www.stpaulsbrookville.org 
info@stpaulsbrookville.org 
 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. James F. Pereda, J.C.D. 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Deacon Raymond P. D’Alessio 
 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
Office:  (516) 935-1880 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00am to 12:00pm &                       
1:00 to 4:00pm 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday by appointment only 
Mrs. Deb Cosentino, Office Administrator 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
& FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education Office: (516) 938-4530 
Msgr. James F. Pereda, Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Louise Shannon, Faith Formation Administrator 
Ms. Lynn M. Wilson, Faith Formation Coordinator 
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
Commercial Service 
 
DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MUSIC 
Mr. Gary Ducoing  (516) 935-1880 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday:             5:00pm 
Sunday:            8:30 and 10:30am 
Weekday:             Monday through Friday  
             9:00am in Church 
First Friday :             9:00am in Church 
First Saturday :         9:00am in Church   
Holy Day:             As Announced 
 

PRAYER 
Novenas After 9:00am Mass 
Monday                  Miraculous Medal 
Tuesday                  Mother Of Perpetual Help  
Wednesday             St. Joseph  
Thursday  Saints 
Friday                  Sacred Heart 
First Saturday         Rosary and Blessing of the Sick  
   after 9:00am Mass 
Adoration:         1st Friday after 9:00am Mass until 12 noon 
 

SACRAMENTS 
CONFESSION:   
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45pm 
Sunday:  7:45 - 8:15am and 9:45 - 10:15am 
Wednesday:  After the 9:00am Mass 
 

BAPTISM:1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm / 2nd & 4th Saturday 12 Noon 
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should be made at least six months 
in advance by calling the Parish Office for an appointment with the 
Pastor or Pastoral Associate, Deacon Ray D’Alessio.  At least one of 
the two people being married must be a parishioner of St. Paul’s. 
Weddings are celebrated on Friday afternoons/evenings and on 
Saturday between the hours of 11:00am and 3:00pm and on 
Sundays between 2:00pm and 4:00pm.  All Sunday weddings are 
ceremonies. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: First Saturday of every month,  
Prior arrangements must be made with the Pastor. 

 
Holy Family 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
 

December 31, 2023 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Paula Maturo, Chair 

Paula Dawson, Vice Chair 
Ann Kissell, Recording Secretary 

 
 

   Peter Boyle          Jesmel John 
   Gina Cinelli                Anne Maione        
   Linda Curro         Toni Poolin      
   Michael D’Costa 
            

         FINANCE COUNCIL 
         Roxann Romano, Chairperson      
   

        James Galante 
        Don Cavanaugh 
       Antony Kozhipatt 
           
                    

                 TRUSTEES 
      Michael Maturo        James Black 

 

TO CONTACT THE PASTOR IN AN EMERGENCY WHEN A PRIEST IS NEEDED FOR THE SERIOUSLY SICK 
OR DYING, 

CALL (516) 935-1880. 

 
MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS 

 

ALTAR GUILD contact:  Ursula Coughlin (516) 433 - 2450 
ALTAR SERVERS contact:  Louise Shannon (516) 935 - 1880 ext. 110 or  
email:  louise.stpauls@optimum.net 
CHOIR  meets Tuesdays at 7:30pm in Church - contact:  Gary Ducoing (516) 935 - 1880 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION moderator:              
Deacon Raymond D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 x112 or deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
JOB SEARCH contact:  Gerard Wendelken for an appointment (516) 364 - 0640 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meet 3rd Thursday of each month 7:30pm 
contact: Thomas J. Principe Grand Knight (516) 428 - 2427 or email:tprincipe@kdlm.com  
SQUIRES meet 4th Wednesday of each month 7pm 
contact: Kevin Spillane (516) 639 - 0500 or email: kspillane9@gmail.com 
LECTORS moderator: Deacon Raymond D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 x112 or 
deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
MARIAN GUILD meets 3rd Wednesday of each month 7pm - contact:  Grace (516) 935 - 1880 
MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION contact: Gina Cinelli (516) 333 - 5611 
OUTREACH contact: Parish Office (516) 935 - 1880  
PRAYER GROUP meets Thursday 11:00am in Church - contact: Paula Dawson (516) 835 - 6922 
PRE CANA contact: Deacon Raymond P. D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 ext. 112 or  
deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
RCIA contact: Jesmel John (516) 396 - 4505 
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL / FOOD PANTRY  -  contact: Rectory (516) 935 - 1880  
USHERS:  contact: Frank Cruz, Head Usher -  email Frank.pito.cruz@icloud.com 
  

ADVISORY COUNCILS TO THE PASTOR 
       TRUSTEES EMERITI 
          Andrew Coughlin 
    Tom Fitzsimmons 
                  Joseph Palumbo 
                  Janice Anderson    
    Antony Kozhipatt 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES AND 
TRUSTEES EMERITI ARE  

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS OF PASTORAL 
AND FINANCE COUNCILS 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS: 
JERICHO FIRE DEPARTMENT (516) 931-0898 

BROOKVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT (516) 440-2300 



Page 3                                                December 31, 2023 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 
DECEMBER 31, 2023 

 
A BLESSSED AND HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 

Dear Parishioners of our Beloved St. Paul: 
Praised be Jesus Christ and Mary His Most Holy Mother! It has been our grace and privilege to celebrate 
once more the wondrous and grace-filled Feast of Christmas.  At Christmas there are no teachers, we are all 
students once again learning the lessons of firm faith, sure hope and ardent charity.  No wonder why the great 
Doctor of the Church and mystic St. John of the Cross, normally so serious and somewhat severe, on Christ-
mas would take the Holy Infant from the manger and dance for joy!  Christ is born for us, Come let us adore 
Him. 

May I once again convey my own sincere best wishes to you and your families at this holy time of Our Lord’s 
Nativity.  And may I also express my sincere gratitude to you for all your generosity to both St. Paul’s and to 
me not only at Christmas but all throughout the year.  May God bless and reward you! I am truly a most 
blessed priest to be the pastor of this wonderful parish.  I cannot adequately express my gratitude for all the 
many gifts you have given to me.  I am sure you understand that it is impossible to write individual Thank 
You notes to so many. May this letter serve as such. 

Today I would like to wish each of you a very Blessed and Happy New Year and assure you of my prayers 
each day and daily remembrance at the altar of God.  For our meditation today I would like us all to turn to 
this New Year of Grace 2024. 

The ancient Romans had a special god among their many gods.  This god was the god of the gates and door-
ways.  He had a face which looked forward and one which looked backward because, as we know, gates and 
doors both open and close.  The ancient Romans called this god Janus. Our English word January comes from 
the name of this god, because January both closes one year and opens another. Our English word janitor is 
also derived from the name of this god, because a janitor opens and closes the gates and usually wears many 
keys to remind us of this function. 

Our Blessed Mother is called Ianua Caeli, the Gate of Heaven.  She closes the Old Testament and opens the 
New Testament.  She is the last of the daughters of Israel and the Mother of the Church.  (Some of you may 
know the beautiful Church on 101st Avenue in Ozone Park which is called St. Mary Gate of Heaven. As a thir-
teen-year-old acolyte my father, who died 31 years ago, served the Mass of Dedication of the then-new 
Church of Gate of Heaven in 1926.  It was dedicated and blessed by Archbishop Molloy. My father often told 
me that he had the whole day off from school, so solemn and long was the dedication of the Church. And so, 
we go to our Blessed Mother at the beginning of this New Year of Grace 2024. I can say with full assurance 
that this year will be for us all the best of years.  I write this not because I can see the future, but because I am 
certain of one thing: that everything that happens to us this year, whether it be good as the world judges or ill 
as the world judges, will be God’s will for us.  And as the poet Dante reminds us, In His Will is our peace!  
Our own father and patron St. Paul reminds us that for those who love God all things work unto the good. 
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As we all know, the year 2023 has been a most difficult one. In a sense, the whole world has changed. But our 
holy faith teaches us that God permits evil only to draw from it greater good. We must most sincerely be con-
vinced of this truth.  

This is the time when we usually make New Year’s resolutions.  May I suggest a few: 

1. Attend Mass on every Sunday and Holyday of Obligation 
2. Confess our sins once each month 

3. Pray the Holy Rosary daily 
4. Invoke the assistance of St. Joseph each day 

5. Pray daily to Our Guardian Angel to guide and protect us 
6. Practice one act of self-denial each day 

7. Practice one act of mercy each day. 
8. Begin and end each day by signing ourselves with the sign of the Cross 

9. Do not say everything that comes to mind particularly when it is critical and toxic. 
 

May I once again wish each of you all the blessings of God in this New Year and assure you of my gratitude 
and prayers.  Please pray for me. 

 
In Jesus and Mary, 

Monsignor James F. Pereda 
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Our Weekly Masses 
 

Monday, January 1 
10:00 Christmas Novena 
  
Tuesday, January 2 
9:00  Stephen Shurley 
 (Requested by the Shurley Family) 
 Christmas Novena 
  
Wednesday, January 3 
9:00 In Thanksgiving to St. Joseph 
   
Thursday, January 4 
9:00 Paul J. Richards 
 (Requested by the Hattenback Family) 
 
Friday, January 5 
9:00 Frank Minerva 
 (Requested by Spadafora Family) 
   
Saturday, January 6  
9:00 In Honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 
5:00 Catherine Tinevra 
 (Requested by D. Piligra & Family) 
    
Sunday, January 7 
8:30 Maurice & Christina Waits 
 (Requested by D. Waits) 
 
10:30 Cassese & Werner Families 
 (Requested by Wm. Cassese) 
 Lidia Pistilli 
 (Requested by the Pistilli Family) 
 Antonio Cianciulli 
 (Requested by J. & T. DeMeo) 
 Giuliano Botticelli 
 (Requested by J. Gervase) 
 Reine Francillion Zebrowski 
 (Requested by M. McCalla)  
 Rosa V. LoGiudice 
 (Requested by the Dawson Family) 
 Peace & Unity 
 (Requested by Anonymous) 
 Parishioners of St. Paul’s (Living & Deceased) 

 
Memorials 

 
Altar Bread, Wine & Candles 

In Memory of the  
Homeless and the Hungry 

 
Altar Flowers 

In Memory of  
Persecuted Christians 

 
Sanctuary Light 

In Memory of the Souls in Purgatory 
 

Devotional Candle 
In Memory of the Unborn 

 
American & Papal Flags 

September 1st - February 28th, 2024 
        In Memory of Gina Tarantini 

Donated by A. Tarantini 
 

Celebrants of Holy Mass 
 

Saturday, January 6 
 5:00pm Msgr. Pereda 
Sunday, January 7 
 8:30am Fr. O’Brien 
 10:30am Msgr. Pereda 

Remember Your Loved Ones: 
Mass Intention                              $ 20    
Bread Wine & Candles for the week                      $ 50 
Altar Flowers                              $ 125 
Sanctuary Light for the week                                   $ 25 
Devotional Candles before Our Lady                       $ 50 
& St. Joseph                       
Tree of Life Memorials                                 Call Parish Office 

Tree of Life 
Consider a Tree of Life Memorial for a loved one, a 
special life event, a dedication or a personal thanks-
giving. It is located in the Narthex of the St. Paul’s 
Church. 
Leaves $  350 
Clouds  $ 2,500 
Stones  $ 5,000 
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The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

Col 3:15a, 16a 
Let the peace of Christ control your hearts; 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly. 
Alleluia 
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PRAY THE ROSARY 

 
Daily Mystery Meditations 
The Mysteries traditionally adhere to certain days of 
the week.                    

             Monday: Joyful 
 

  Tuesday: Sorrowful   

  Wednesday: Glorious   

  Thursday: Luminous 
 

  Friday: Sorrowful 
 

  Saturday: Joyful 
 

  Sunday: Glorious 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pray for the Sick 
 

Please pray for those whose names are on 
the parish sick list. 

 

Samantha Cooke 
Baby Noah Daswani 
Marina Rae Trapasso 

 

 
 
 
 
 

First Friday Exposition, Holy Hour, and Benediction 
 

Friday, January 5th is FIRST FRIDAY. 
Mass will be celebrated in the Church at 9:00am. 

Followed by Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament (and the Sacred Heart Novena). 
Benediction at 12 noon. 

 There will be a special Holy Hour at 7:00pm. 
 

First Saturday    
 

Saturday, January 6th is FIRST SATURDAY. 
Mass in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary will be celebrated in the Church at 9:00am 

    Remembrance Mass for Deceased Parishioners will be celebrated in the Church at 9:00am.                        

 

 

Monday, January 1st  
The Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God 

Mass will be celebrated at 10:00am 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS and SQUIRES POT LUCK DINNER 
  

St. Paul the Apostle Knights of Columbus Council #6802 had a Pot Luck Dinner on December 9, 2023, which had the 
largest aƩendance in recent memory by Knights, Squires, Parishioners, families and friends.  The food was abundant 
and delicious and the feeling of camaraderie and community was wonderful! 

 

 
Monsignor Pereda, Knights of Columbus and Squires of St. Paul the Apostle at Dec. 9th Pot Luck Dinner 

 

Our thanks go out to everyone who parƟcipated in the Pot Luck Dinner for creaƟng and partaking of the wonderful 
meal and sense of community we shared.  Please consider aƩending again next year! 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS! 
 

During the four weeks of Advent, we prepare our hearts and souls for the coming of Christ with prayer, bible and spir-
itual readings, Confession, penance, adoraƟon, and Mass. Then it all comes to a climax on Christmas Day as we cele-
brate and relive the joy of the birth of the Christ, God Himself becoming man! Christmas Day is also the first of the 12 
days of Christmas which concludes with the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6. On the first Christmas the heavens 
sent another message to some learned wise men in the form of an unusual star, indicaƟng that Christ also came to 
earth for the genƟles, the educated, and the affluent. Was the star of Bethlehem a conjuncƟon of planets, a comet, a 
nova, or some combinaƟon of them? See hƩps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_of_Bethlehem and reflect on the “Star of 
Wonder.”  
 
The Knights of Columbus and Squires of St. Paul the Apostle Council #6802 extend our warmest wishes for a joyful 
Christmas and a grace-filled New Year to the St. Paul’s community! 
 
Thomas J. Principe, Grand Knight  
St. Paul the Apostle Knights of Columbus Council #6802 
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