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Church of  
St. Paul the Apostle 
 

2534 Cedar Swamp Road, Brookville, N.Y. 11545 
TEL: (516)935-1880  •  FAX: (516)938-3683 
www.stpaulsbrookville.org 
info@stpaulsbrookville.org 
 

PASTOR 
Rev. Msgr. James F. Pereda, J.C.D. 
 
PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Deacon Raymond P. D’Alessio 
 

 
PARISH OFFICE 
Office:  (516) 935-1880 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00am to 12:00pm &                       
1:00 to 4:00pm 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday by appointment only 
Mrs. Deb Cosentino, Office Administrator 
 
OFFICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
& FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 
Religious Education Office: (516) 938-4530 
Msgr. James F. Pereda, Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Louise Shannon, Faith Formation Administrator 
Ms. Lynn M. Wilson, Faith Formation Coordinator 
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS 
Commercial Service 
 
DIRECTOR OF LITURGICAL MUSIC 
Mr. Gary Ducoing  (516) 935-1880 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday:             5:00pm 
Sunday:            8:30 and 10:30am 
Weekday:             Monday through Friday  
             9:00am in Church 
First Friday :             9:00am in Church 
First Saturday :         9:00am in Church   
Holy Day:             As Announced 
 

PRAYER 
Novenas After 9:00am Mass 
Monday                  Miraculous Medal 
Tuesday                  Mother Of Perpetual Help  
Wednesday             St. Joseph  
Thursday  Saints 
Friday                  Sacred Heart 
First Saturday         Rosary and Blessing of the Sick  
   after 9:00am Mass 
Adoration:         1st Friday after 9:00am Mass until 12 noon 
 

SACRAMENTS 
CONFESSION:   
Saturday: 4:00 - 4:45pm 
Sunday:  7:45 - 8:15am and 9:45 - 10:15am 
Wednesday:  After the 9:00am Mass 
 

BAPTISM:1st & 3rd Sunday 1pm / 2nd & 4th Saturday 12 Noon 
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements should be made at least six months 
in advance by calling the Parish Office for an appointment with the 
Pastor or Pastoral Associate, Deacon Ray D’Alessio.  At least one of 
the two people being married must be a parishioner of St. Paul’s. 
Weddings are celebrated on Friday afternoons/evenings and on 
Saturday between the hours of 11:00am and 3:00pm and on 
Sundays between 2:00pm and 4:00pm.  All Sunday weddings are 
ceremonies. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK: First Saturday of every month,  
Prior arrangements must be made with the Pastor. 

 

Fifth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 

 

February 4, 2024 
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PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Paula Maturo, Chair 

Paula Dawson, Vice Chair 
Ann Kissell, Recording Secretary 

 
 

   Peter Boyle          Jesmel John 
   Gina Cinelli                Anne Maione        
   Linda Curro         Toni Poolin      
   Michael D’Costa 
            

         FINANCE COUNCIL 
         Roxann Romano, Chairperson      
   

        James Galante 
        Don Cavanaugh 
       Antony Kozhipatt 
           
                    

                 TRUSTEES 
      Michael Maturo        James Black 

 

TO CONTACT THE PASTOR IN AN EMERGENCY WHEN A PRIEST IS NEEDED FOR THE SERIOUSLY SICK 
OR DYING, 

CALL (516) 935-1880. 

 
MINISTRIES and ORGANIZATIONS 

 

ALTAR GUILD contact:  Ursula Coughlin (516) 433 - 2450 
ALTAR SERVERS contact:  Louise Shannon (516) 935 - 1880 ext. 110 or  
email:  louise.stpauls@optimum.net 
CHOIR  meets Tuesdays at 7:30pm in Church - contact:  Gary Ducoing (516) 935 - 1880 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION moderator:              
Deacon Raymond D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 x112 or deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
JOB SEARCH contact:  Gerard Wendelken for an appointment (516) 364 - 0640 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS meet 3rd Thursday of each month 7:30pm 
contact: Thomas J. Principe Grand Knight (516) 428 - 2427 or email:tprincipe@kdlm.com  
SQUIRES meet 4th Wednesday of each month 7pm 
contact: Kevin Spillane (516) 639 - 0500 or email: kspillane9@gmail.com 
LECTORS moderator: Deacon Raymond D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 x112 or 
deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
MARIAN GUILD meets 3rd Wednesday of each month 7pm - contact:  Grace (516) 935 - 1880 
MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION contact: Gina Cinelli (516) 333 - 5611 
OUTREACH contact: Parish Office (516) 935 - 1880  
PRAYER GROUP meets Thursday 11:00am in Church - contact: Paula Dawson (516) 835 - 6922 
PRE CANA contact: Deacon Raymond P. D’Alessio (516) 935 - 1880 ext. 112 or  
deaconraydalessio@stpaulsbrookville.org 
RCIA contact: Jesmel John (516) 396 - 4505 
SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL / FOOD PANTRY  -  contact: Rectory (516) 935 - 1880  
USHERS:  contact: Frank Cruz, Head Usher -  email Frank.pito.cruz@icloud.com 
  

ADVISORY COUNCILS TO THE PASTOR 
       TRUSTEES EMERITI 
          Andrew Coughlin 
    Tom Fitzsimmons 
                  Joseph Palumbo 
                  Janice Anderson    
    Antony Kozhipatt 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES AND 
TRUSTEES EMERITI ARE  

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS OF PASTORAL 
AND FINANCE COUNCILS 

 

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS: 
JERICHO FIRE DEPARTMENT (516) 931-0898 

BROOKVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT (516) 440-2300 
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FROM THE PASTOR 
February 4, 2024 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

SAINT BLAISE DAY BLESSING OF THROATS 
 

On February 3rd, we celebrate the feast of St. Blaise.  He was an Armenian Bishop and Martyr who gave his 
life for Our Lord in the Third Century and immediately after his death was invoked to be a helper and inter-
cessor in ailments of the throat. He is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers, and we invoke his blessing to help us 
with throat and respiratory illness particularly during these days of Covid. 
 
After all the Masses this weekend the blessing of the throats will be administered to all who would like to re-
ceive it.  

 
THE APPARITION OF OUR LADY AT LOURDES 

 
Next Sunday, February 11th  will commemorate the 166th anniversary of Our Blessed Mother’s apparition to 
St. Bernadette Soubirous at Lourdes.  The late Pope Saint John Paul II also proclaimed that day would forever 
be the World Day of the Sick. For our meditation for today I would like to speak about both topics. 
At the time of the apparition of Our Lady in 1858, Bernadette was 14 years old.  She could neither read nor 
write nor had she made her First Holy Communion. She had already been confirmed.  It is only recent practice 
in the Western Church that First Communion precedes Confirmation. She was from a destitute family and suf-
fered terribly from asthma. But before time began, God had chosen her to be his instrument to make known 
His great love and mercy for all the world, particularly for those ensnared in the bonds of sin. God always 
chooses the weak things of the world to shame the wise. 
Our Lady appeared in a dirty, dank hole, a stone grotto which the locals called the pigs’ shelter.  Our Lady 
was clothed in a dazzling white dress girded in blue.  On her feet there were yellow roses.  On March 25, 
1858, the Feast of the Annunciation, the Lady revealed herself by telling Bernadette, I am the Immaculate 
Conception (que soy era immaculada concepciou). That would be the last time that Bernadette would see Our 
Lady in this world. Only four years previously Blessed Pope Pius IX had proclaimed the dogma of the Immac-
ulate Conception which taught that Our Lady had been immaculately conceived in the womb of her mother, 
receiving the saving grace of her Son in anticipation of her divine motherhood. Interestingly, Our Lady did not 
speak French during the apparitions but the dialect proper to the border region of France and Spain.  This dia-
lect is no longer widely spoken. When heard, the dialect resembles modern Portuguese, but is part of the Gas-
con family of languages which includes modern Catalan.  St. Bernadette was unable to speak or understand 
French and so Our Lady spoke her dialect. 
During the apparitions (of which there were 15 lasting from February 11, 1858, through March 25, 1858) Our 
Lady made known that she wished a Church to be built at the place where she appeared where the people 
could come in procession.  She also revealed the little stream which became a flowing torrent of which she 
said the people should drink the water. (As we know many not only drink of the water but they even bathe in 
the waters at Lourdes). She told Bernadette that she would make her happy, not in this world but in the next. 
Today over six million people come to Lourdes each year to find healing in mind, body, and soul. In the grotto 
at Lourdes where Our Lady appeared is a lovely statue of the Virgin Mary based upon St. Bernadette’s de-
scription.  Many years after the apparition, St. Bernadette was permitted to return to the grotto (although her 
identity was unknown) and when asked if the statue resembled Our Lady, St. Bernadette responded, not in the 
least.  The Lady was much more beautiful. The statue is a magnificent piece of artwork executed by the fa-
mous sculptor from Lyons, Jean Fabisch.  Nevertheless St. Bernadette was profoundly disappointed in the 
work for she said Our Lady was both younger and much more beautiful than the statue makes her out to be. 
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Because so many of the sick have visited Lourdes it is good for us today to consider sickness in the life of the 
Christian.  The sick person is called in a unique way to give witness to the Crucified. In other words, the sick 
person is someone who knows that the world is filled with suffering, who knows that Love has triumphed over 
everything, over all absurdity and every assault from death. The sick person is one who knows, in the Light of 
the Resurrection, that glory radiates from the place of suffering, of agony accepted with Christ. The sick per-
son is invited by Our Lord to join Him in the redemption of the world.  When suffering is accepted for the 
sake of Christ it brings many graces to the suffering person and to the world.  No wonder the saints tell us that 
the prayers of the Sick are the most powerful.  It is because the Sick are united to Our Lord in a special way. 
At Lourdes the Sick are treated with great love and respect.  They are all VIPs in a manner of speaking.  And 
so, to our sick parishioners, may ask you to offer your sufferings to Our Lord for the sake of your families and 
for the needs of the Universal Church and for the parish.   

 
Here at St. Paul, we have the blessing of the Sick after the 9.00AM Mass each First Saturday.  It is not the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, but rather a special blessing for all suffering in mind, body, or soul. 
 

WINTER 
 

Winter is a difficult time, but particularly for the elderly.  Please remember that our parish is limited in re-
sources and personnel. Unlike Kennedy airport or the MTA we do not have snow removal departments stand-
ing ready to plow.  We have a snow removal company that services us well, but in bad weather there will al-
ways be danger. Please do not come to Church when the weather is bad.  The law itself dispenses the obliga-
tion.  This is especially true for those using walkers, canes, and wheelchairs. There is no need to alert the cler-
gy and staff as to how dangerous the parking lot or walkways may be.  We are aware of the danger.  Please do 
not verbally abuse the clergy and staff with concerns about weather.  Behavior of this kind will not be tolerat-
ed.  Adult children should care for their parents and not let them go out in bad weather.  
 

PEWS 
 

Many may be aware that our Church recently underwent a renovation.  Part of this was the refurbishing of the 
oak pews and kneelers.  Upholstery was place on the kneelers and pews.  May I ask that when one puts the 
kneelers down, that one do so gently with the hand.  Please do not kick the kneelers down so that they may be 
damaged and cause a great deal of noise.  We want to use our new furnishings, not abuse them. 

 
In Jesus and Mary, 

Monsignor James F. Pereda 
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Our Weekly Masses 
 

Monday, February 5 
9:00 John Civitano 
 (Requested by A. & U. Coughlin) 
  
Tuesday, February 6 
9:00  In Honor of St. Joseph 
  
Wednesday, February 7 
9:00 Salvatore & Fay Veni 
 (Requested by Romano Family) 
    
Thursday, February 8 
9:00 Patrick J. Farrell 
 (Requested by D’Alessio Family) 
 
Friday, February 9 
9:00 Virginia Gervase 
 (Requested by Gervase Family) 
   
Saturday, February 10  
5:00 Catherine Genna 
 (Requested by the Northshield Family)  
  
Sunday, February 11  
8:30 Joseph Curro - 1st Anniversary 
 (Requested by Parish) 
 
10:30 Michael & Lisa Reali (Living) 
 (Requested by Spadafora Family) 
 Jeff & Alison Ferrara (Living) 
 (Requested by Spadafora Family) 
 Diego & Joanne Spadafora (Living) 
 (Requested by Spadafora Family)  
 Thomas Richard Minter 
 (Requested by Shannon Family) 
 Joseph Curro - 1st Anniversary 
 (Requested by J. & F. Cruz) 
 Jeanine Lostritto & Family (Living) 
 (Requested by J. & J. Owens) 
 Parishioners of St. Paul’s - (Living & Deceased) 

 

Memorials 
 

Altar Bread, Wine & Candles 
In Honor of  

Deacon Ray D’Alessio 
Donated by Anthony & Mary Cordaro 

 
Altar Flowers 

In Memory of  
Persecuted Christians 

 
Sanctuary Light 

In Memory of the Souls in Purgatory 
 

Devotional Candle 
In Memory of the Unborn 

 
American & Papal Flags 

September 1st - February 28th, 2024 
        In Memory of Gina Tarantini 

Donated by A. Tarantini 

 
E-GIVING 

 
We are thankful to all parishioners who continue 
to support our Parish with their Sunday offerings.  
 

For those who may like the convenience of 
automatic tithing, please consider E-Giving.  It is 
easy to enroll. Sign on to stpaulsbrookville.org and 
select E-Giving.  The prompts will take you step-by
-step through enrollment.   
 

Weekend Collection: 
 

January 27-28, 2024 
Total    $   8,405   
Budget    $   9,200 
Difference   $    (795) 
 

Thank you for your continued generous support! 

Remember Your Loved Ones: 
Mass Intention                              $   20    
Bread Wine & Candles for the week                      $   50 
Altar Flowers                              $ 125 
Sanctuary Light for the week                                   $   25 
Devotional Candles before Our Lady                      $   50 
Tree of Life Memorials                                 Call Parish Office 
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Congratulations on achieving First Trimester Honor Roll 
 

  Kellenberg Memorial High School   Chaminade High School 
       
 Andrew Cilmi       Ayden L. Castorina 
 Ethan Dasilva       Michael H. Foresto 
 Gianna Dasilva      Hudson R. Keefer 
 Mia Goodman       Matthew N. Lesser 
 Isabella Lovera      Antonio J. Branchinelli 
 Emma O’Neill      Gavin C. Duran 
 Ava Wayrich       Nathaniel D. Fabunan  
         Michael J. Martelli 
         Matthew S. Ofsie 
         Joseph T. Leyden 
         Charles J. Reina 
         Anthony L. Cilmi 
         Carmine A. Mancusi 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

St. Paul’s Annual Golf Outing and Awards 
Dinner 

June 17, 2024 
Engineers Club 

 
Honoring Frank & Gina Cinelli 

 

World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life 
In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for women and men 
in consecrated life.  The celebration is attached to the Feast of the Presentation 
of the Lord on February 2. 

World Day for Consecrated Life is celebrated in the Church on February 2 and 
in parishes over the weekend of February 3-4.  Please pray for all those who 
have made commitments in the consecrated life, and be sure to thank them on 
their special day.  May they continue to be inspired by Jesus Christ and re-
spond generously to God’s gift of their vocation. 
 

Source:  USCCBVocations 
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