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A Letter to Priests on The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

June 11, 2021

Dear Brothers in Christ,

On this Friday after the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, when the Church celebrates the
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, I would like to share with you my personal reflection
about this most special gift of the Divine Love. My hope is to make us pause for a moment
and find solace within our priestly heart as we continue to worry about so many things these
days.

Like each of you, brothers, I have spent hours in prayer of before the Blessed Sacrament,
wondering what the future might hold for us and for the whole Church. For me, many of these
hours turned to moments of fear of the unknown, moments of worry all which stirred the beat
of my heart. Now, I know that it all happened for a reason, especially when after a while, my
inner “spiritual ear” detected the “sound”, the gentle whisper of the Heart, coming into my
heart from the large statue of Jesus with the open heart, right next to the Blessed Sacrament at
the place of my personal prayer.

The Message of the Heart

Gazing for some time at the image of the Lord, I was reminded of something I have learned
early on in my theological studies: love is always the key to understanding all mysteries which
God wants to reveal to us. He, himself, is Love and what he communicates to us is always his
love. However, it is not the kind of love a secular world keeps talking about, basically
misusing its depth and true meaning.

God reveals to us something different, something far more authentic; he reveals to us the
essence of his genuine love of life-giving mercy. Since love has always been associated with
the heart, it was only natural that the love of God became represented by a heart, the heart of
his Son, as the Catechism beautifully summarizes, “[Jesus] has loved us all with a human
heart. For this reason, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, pierced by our sins and for our salvation, ‘is
quite rightly considered the chief sign and symbol of that... love with which the divine
Redeemer continually loves the eternal Father and all human beings® without exception.”
(#478)

Brothers, I believe our priestly vocation and our response to the Lord’s call, finds its base in
continuous communication with the Heart of Jesus. In there, we can always reignite and
maintain our intimate relationship with God, over and over again. Just like he did in the past,
also today, God wants to embrace our burdensome hearts by the closeness to his Heart. Let us
face it, we have plenty of worries these days, especially in the past months, when our activities
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were tainted by the pandemic, when our minds were restless with avalanches of accusations
triggered by the abuse reports, when the unknown future of our parish landscape was molded
by reorganization. Questions, like; what is going on, where are we going and what are we
supposed to do, keep occupying our minds and hearts.

The Way of the Heart

In my prayerful presence before the image of the Sacred Heart, these words are constantly
coming back to me; “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart; and you will
find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is easy, and my burden light” (Matthew 11:28-30). They
are resounding in me now with the strength of comfort and hope I had never felt before. With
all the fears and uncertainties, we all experience now, the message coming to all of us from the
Sacred Heart of Jesus is remarkable with its clarity and a promising hope.

The steadfast love, which the Lord manifests to us, is offering gently the humility of his heart.
It is precisely a place, where we can find the comfort and guide. Jesus did not come to conquer
people like the powerful leaders of this world, but he came to offer his love with gentleness
and humility. Humility might look like weakness in many people’s eyes, but in Jesus it is the
power that can never be outdone, because it transforms everything, even rejection, into a yet
greater outpouring of his love. The significance of the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is to
rediscover once more, and to let ourselves be enfolded by, the humble faithfulness and the
gentleness of Christ’s love.

The awareness of it is so relevant for us these days, especially in the times of the Covid-19
pandemic and all the challenges associated with the reorganization. No matter how much we
try, we are not able to fix all our problems and worries. It is beyond our ability to fix it all, or
even make any significant change. We feel often so overwhelmed, powerless, and even
humbled by current events. It seems that the only right thing to do for now is to focus on and
get closer to feel the humble Heart of the Lord. Let us then find a comfort and peace for our
restless hearts in his love which always arises to even more in humility and there achieves the
courage and strength to endure.

The Transformation of the Heart

Brothers, these days more than ever, we should commit ourselves to keeping our priestly gaze
fixed on the Sacred Heart of the Lord. We need to find ways to live entirely on the experience
of his love, so that we can subsequently witness it and share with others the gift of his Heart.

Some wonderful traditional practices, exercised already by our parishioners, include praying
the Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, especially during Holy Hours and times of our private
prayers. Others lead to make personal and communal consecrations to the Sacred Heart or
have the image of the Sacred Heart enthroned in Parish churches. Let us remember that these
devotions have continued relevance today and are not relics of the past. When we draw close
to Christ in the mystery of his humble heart, these devotions enable us to dwell on the great
mystery of our faith, that God is love, which is offered to us intimately from the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, its meekness, humility, mercy, and love.

The Church we serve, born from the pierced heart of Jesus, has a mission in the world to
proclaim the redeeming love of God in Christ. It is something unique and very special but also
requires our personal humble commitment. There are many systems of thought and action
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